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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 1, 3, 4, 6-11, 19, 21-22, 24-31, 33-38, 40-46, 49, 51, 53, 55-59, 62, 64 and 66 are 
allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The present invention 
is directed to the design and optimization of communications systems using comparisons of 
predicted performance metrics and desired performance metrics in a computerized model of an 
environment. Each independent claim identifies the distinct feature of comparing under 
computer control the predicted performance metric to the desired performance metric, wherein 
the steps of specifying components or spe cifying locations is performed automatically, by 
computer control, multiple times until a desired comparison result is obtained. The closest prior 
art, "SMT Plus 1.0 User's Manual", authored by Skidmore et al. teaches an interactive tool that 
allows users to create and modify a computerized floor plan of an environment via specification 
of components and locations. The prior art fails to teach the computer automatically specifies 
components and locations successively until a comparison of the predicted performance metric to 
the desired performance metric produces the desired results, and thus fails to anticipate or render 
the above limitations obvious. 

3. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance. " 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ting Zhou whose telephone number is (571) 272-4058. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:00 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached at (571) 272-4048. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 


TZ 


